A NEWSLETTER for educators in Canada interested in writing and
reading / theory and practice. Issue #1. October 1982,

EDITOR:  James &. Reither
Director, Writing Frogramme
5t. Thomas University
Frederictcon, N.E. EIBR SG3

FRRr-FLUNG CORRESFOMNDENT: Fussell A. Hunt

EEEREEEEEEFEEELEE LR EXEAEELE LR X AL LR E LR EEEEE AR ERXEEEEEX XL EXLEFX

Thise newsletter iz offered to all sducators in Canada interested
in the processes and pedagogies of writing and reading. A=z a
forum whose primary objective iz to intensify the relationship
between theorvy and practice, it will serve both informative and

polemical fumctions.

The editor assumes, first, that the readere of this newsletter
sezk to understand better the wave language (especizally written
langurages) is atguired, processed, and useds: second. that & primary
motive for acquiring thsat understanding ie to bring it to bear to
improwve the teachimg of writing and reading: and third, that those
who read (and contribute tao) this newsletter are interested, more
specifically, in such matters as these:

rezesrch into language-use procescses, gspecially writing
and readings

thearies of reading arnd theories of composing:
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the hisztorvy, nacture, and o of rhetoric:
dicgcourse theory., discourse shtructwe, discourse analvsis,
discourse OroCesScEes) '

crosse dieciplinmary approaches to studving the natwre,
acaguieition, and Uses of language ard langusge
DrocBEsses——85, E.0., contributicns from linguistics,
gociolinguistice, peycholinmguistics, text linguicstics,
anthropology, ohilosophy (ae, 2.0. Speech Aot Theory.
Ordinary Language philosophy, semiotics), artificial
intelligence. cognitive osychology. applised psychology,
developmental pevehology, and so on and ond

theories nf, and research 1nto, the processes af reading
literatuwre fas, =0 R resder—response Laftectiveld
critigcism and its theoretical underpinnings?s

Il
in
i
o
[




the roles of language in learning and knowing.
In other words--thcose this time of Chris Bullock aof the University
of fAlberta-——-the subscribers to this newsletter will ke "interested
in approaching writing and reading and literscy as  serious
=ubjects of interest in their cwn right, rnot just as “prablems”™ ar

fodder {for testing or ocojecte of administrative technigue”. They
will not "only want to hesr pep  talbks or find out classroom
technigues” (Mike Moore of Sir Wildrid Lauwrier University), They

will mot pive credence to pedagogical prachtices not soundly and
explicitliy grounded in the best of research and theorvy.

This newzletisr has been a long time coming. Fuss Humt (whose
primary interest is in reading) and I (whose primary interest is
in writing) started talking sbowt 1te possibility some three or
+four yvesrs ago, atter having attended and participated in =several
caonferences in the States. What happened was that the more we got
caught up in the energy of the "revolution” going on there in  the
figlde pf writing and reading / theory and pedagogy, the more we
berame aware——and frustrated-—-that the heat of that revolution was
doing little +to raise thecretical and pedagogical temperatures
here in our Great White Academy. te  members of an Englizsh
Denartment in a Canadian university, interested in writing and
reaging and  the teachinrg of both, we felt cut off from the
advances being made in theory and practice in the States, England,

and Australia—primarily because our two  major nrofessional
jowrnals, A.C.U.T.E."s Epaglish Studies__in_E€anada and C.C.T.E."s
Englieh_ _GQuarterly, were (for whatever reasons) not actively

engaged in  seeking the changes that seemed to wus to be needed.
Because the only way we could Ffind out what our colleagues in
ther Canadian tollesges and umivesities were thinking and doing
was to talk with them at ASmerican confererces, we saw the need for
a Canadian print forum that would z2llow us to sxuchange information
and ideas more efficiently and less expernsiveaely.

Ironically arnd symptomaticslly, matters began coming to a head
last March i1in Ean Frarcisco, when & group of us again wished aloud
that we could commpunicate with one another by scme means that did
not involve crossing international borders=. The actual decisicn to
laumeh the projisct was reached in July when seven confesrees making
up & "Canadian Caucus” at  the Wyoming Conference on Freshman  and
Sophomors English  gathered around = picnic table to talhk about

what might be done. Their nemes: Chris Bullock {SZlberta), AnnDe
Greenwood (E.C.), FRuss Hunt {(z.T.U.3}, David Reiter (Caribooc
Collegs), Jim Reither (S5.T7.i.), BSusan Stevenson (U.EB.C.), and EKay

Stewart (Grant HMacBEwan Community College). Following that
meeting, Fuss and I ssnt cut o a letter, zz=king people for
rterested in

suggestions and for mames of pecple whao might ke i

Julw'ng such an erterurlsa, The responcses Was, I thind,
extraordinarily gratiftvyving——and, agadin, svmptomatic This
Mewsletiter 18 beiﬁg sent to mors than eighity educfators in Larej
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The rmext step., &= 1 see it, is to continue efforts to reach all
those in Canada who might share owr intereste. I theretore ask
vou to contact others you think mighit wish to participate, make
copites of this rnewsletter and pass them on, and send me names and
addresses of people yvou can’t directly reach. You may wsll be one
WHMOSE Name was suggested by someone  else. I vou were, and yvou
are in fact interested, I'd like to know that. (Also, plesse check
to see that I have youwr correct nase and address, and s=nd  along
any address cerrections thsast need making.?

Since this iz & newsletter—-—and a fledgling at  that-—-please aslsc
send  your suggestions regarding matters vou woulid like to see
addressed, announcements  vou would like to see made, areas you
would like to see covered, features you would like to see
included. Here are some possibilities I will wark ond

I interd to compile, with vour =id, csome lists——of pepple
with expertise who can serve as consultants; of jouwrnals

that address knowledge, theories, ideas, issuss vital tao
usi of conferences worth attending? of foundaticonal books,
articles and studiest and so  on. Cee page o, below, for

& beginmning to this project.)

If vyou will write some of them, I will publiseh reviews of
and guides Yo key items on thoze lists: Who are the
really valuable consultantse? What can we expect to +ind
im which jownals? Which conferences should we attend?
Which boaoke and articles should we read to help us ground
ourszelves in the best in current theory and practice?
(Russ, on sabbatical leave this year, studvying at Indiana
Univerasity, has promised a '"guick review" of saveral
: "energizing articles” he has come across in the last
couple of months. I urge vou to write to me to offer vour
own reviews of and guides to these things.)
You can  expect antouncements of all kinds——of books and
articles forthcoming, if I'm told of thems of issues of
jourmals that might fave special relevance to our
interestsy of confterences and mesetingss and =0 on. (Send
YU announcemsents. )

I =olicit and will publish descripticns of writing and

reading  programmes currently in  operation or Being
propaosed or implemsnted in Canada——or elsswhere, 1+ their
relevance is  clear, What problems are thevy trving to
solveT How atre they solving them? What theoretical
contexts goevern their design? thlouwld anyvone out there

like to put together an appropriste guestionnaire™)

In the lomng run, thiszs newslzstter may well self-dostruct!
What we rneed ie & jowrnal, rezllv, but it might take a
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vear or two to aet orne going. (What are vouwr ideas for a
jeurnal 7

Irn the meantime, perhaps this newsletter can helo to
nrovolke meetings and conference=s  that will &allow us  to

address these mattere from a Carnadian perspective and in a
Caradian context. '

The list could go on, but I think it's time vou had & chance to

zerd

vour lists. Hrite. Send information, ideas, items to

publieh. Let’s get this mewsletter intoc its running shoss,

BT L K 3

For the time beimg. 1711 send a copy of thig newslstter toc anvone
whose name [ receive. Sometime pefore the end of the year,
however, ["1]1 be asking vyou to send me & few dollars to help
defray the costs of producing and mailimg it. A month or so later

711

firm wp tand publishk) a list of subecribers.
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FROVIMNCIAL CORRESFONDENTS! I+ vou would like to ke one. drop me & .
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COHORT REFORTS:!  Nan Johnson (U.EB.L.) reports that (1) The Erglish_

Quarterly. according to Tom MachNeill {(one of EG°s new editors), is L

locgking Afor more submissions relating to college/university
issuesy; and (Z) the co—chairs +or both CCTE 1983 (Montreal) and
CCTE 17984 (Fredericton? are "interested in receiving suggestions

for

themess, topice, speahkers, etec.., relevant to post-secondary

interests”. Space will allow only three addresses:

Mar

the betisr.

Tom MachNeill, Co-Editor
Faculty of Education
Brandon University
Orandon, Manitobs R74G &R

Mary H. Maguire {(co-chair CCTE 19273)
Focm 244 South

Faculty of Education

MecEill Umiversily

700 HMoTavish Sirest |

Montreal, F.Q. HZI4 1YZ

Fauline Mackenzie (co=-chair CCTE 12984)

Z65 Prospect Strest
Fredericton, N.EB. EIR ZBT

belisves that the more sugoestions that come from our qQuarter,
I agree, and offer this rnewsletter as. a clearinghouss
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for such propoéals. Sit down, write them gut, and =zend them.

fAviva Freedman (fActing Chair, Linguistices, Carleton) has  arranged
and will chalr & "Canadian Csucus’” sessicon at the 4 C's in Detroit
(17—-19 March 1983). She intends to make it an cpen, plenary-szort
of session. RAll readers of this newsletter are invited to attend.

fviva has also promised information regarding the possibility aof a
"most-secondary” stream st CLCTE 193%, Montresl. 1711 publish that
information in the next issue.
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LET S-HAVE-AN-END=-TO-UNWIELDY-TITLES CONTEST: I1*11 =end a set of
siv--no, make 1t eipght-—cossters (davertlaina arn azsortment of
genuine German beers and stolen from genuine Gasthaucen all over
West Germany) and a brand new disposable BIC razor to the person
who sudggests the best title +or this newsietter.
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COMSULTANTE: fRs a firset project for this newsletter, 1I'd like to
conpile & list of educators in Canada who are sufficientiy expert
in matters of theory or practice that they can cffer their
services as consultants. I+ wou have that kind of eupertise,
pleasze send me Your name, sddress, and a list of topics (the
maore precisgly detined, the better) on which you are sutficiently
expert to att az a consultant. Altermnatively, recommend somecne
else, providing me with the came information.

pRERS__OF EXCPERTIEE t{e.o.. evalusticn. couwrse design. ithe
writing or reading process, sho.)
Jame=s /. Heither
WER/TERF MEWSLETTER
Sv. Thomas University
Fredericton, MJE. EIZR 3673
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