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T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  is  o f f e r e d  t o  a l l  e d u c a t o r s  i n  C a n a d a  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  pedagogics o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e s d i n g .  A s  a 
f o r u m  w h o r e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  i c  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  w i l l  s e r v e  b o t h  i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  
p o ' e r n i c a l  f i ~ n c t i o n s .  

T h e  e d i t o r  a s s u m e s ,  f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  
s e e k  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  b e t t e r  t h e  w a y s  l a n g u a g e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  w r i t t e n  
l a n g u a g e )  i 5 a c q u i r e d .  p r o c e s s e d  .( a n d  u s e d ;  s e c o n d ,  t h a t  a p r i m a r y  

... m o t i v e  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  is  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  b e a r  t o  
i m p r o v e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g ;  a n d  t h i r d ,  t h a t  t h o s e  
who r e a d  ( a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o )  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  are  i n t e r e s t e d ,  rnore 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  s u c h  matters a s  t h e s e :  

r e s e a r c h  i n t o  i a n g u a g e - u s e  p r o c e s s e s ,  e s p e c l s l l y  w r i t i n g  
a n d  r e a d i n g :  

t h e o r i e s  o f  r e a d i n g  a n d  t h e o r i e s  o f  c o m p o s i n g :  

d i c - c o u r s e  theor: ; ,  d i s c o u r s e  s t r ~ i c t i i r e ,  d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s ,  
d i s c o u r s e  pt-o:esses;  

c r o s s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  s t u d y i n g  t h e  n a t i ~ r e ,  
a c q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  u s e s  o f  1  a n g u a g e  a n d  l a n g u a g e  
p r a c e s s e s - - a s ,  e .  g .  :, c o n t r i b i i t i c n s  f r o m  l i n g u i ~ _ t i c s ~  
s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s ,  p s y c h o 1  i n g c i i s t i c s : ,  t e x t  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  
s n t h r o p o l o g y ,  p h i l o s o p h y  !asi  e . .  S p e e c h  A c t  T h e o r y ,  
Cirdi n a r y  L a n g u a g e  p h i  l o s o p h y ,  s e m i o t i c s ) ,  a r t i f  i c i  a1 
i n t e l l i g e n c e .  c o g n i t i v e  p s y c h o l o g y .  s p p l i e d  p s y c h o l o g y ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p s y c h o i o g y ,  a n d  cc o n  a n d  a n ;  

t h e o r i e s  o f ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n t o ,  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  r e a d i n g  
l i Cf ra tc re  {ss? F.?. r e a d e r - r e c o o n s -  [ a f f e c t i v e ]  
c r i t i c i s m  arid i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r p i n n i . n g s ! :  



t h e  r o l e s  o f  lanyi iage i. rt l e a r n i n g  and i-::nov~ing. 

i n  o t h e r  words--those t h i s  t i m e  o f  C h r i s  B u l l o c k  o f  t h e  U n i v e r > i t y  
o f  i i l b e r t a - - t h e  s i i b s c r i  b e r s  t o  t h i s  news1 e t t e r  w i l l  be " i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  approach ing w r i t i n g  and r e a d i n g  and l i t e r a c y  as  s e r i o u s  
z i . ib jec ts  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t ?  n o t  j u s t  as  'p rob lems '  o r  
fodder  f o r  t e s t i n g  o r  o b j e c t s  of a d m i r , i c t r a t i . v e  tec!hni  qi le".  They 
1  no!:. " on:; krant t o  hear pep t a l  I s  o r  f i r , d  o u t  cla=isroom 
t e c h n i  ques" (Mike Moore of S i r  W i  If r i d  Lai. i r ier U r t i ve r s i  t:;) . They 
1  r o t  i credence t o  pedagog ica l  p r a c t i c e s  r ~ o - t  scjii;'dly and 
r : : p l  i c i t l : ~  grounded i n  t h e  b e s t  of  r e s t a r c h  and t h e o r y .  

T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  has  been a  l o n g  t i m e  corning. Russ Hunt (whose 
p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  r e a d i n g )  and I (whose p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  i s  

[ i n  w t - i t i n g )  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about  i t s  p o ~ s i b i l i t ~  some t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  y e a r s  ago, a f t e r  hav i ng  a t tended  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  
conferences i n  t h e  S ta tes .  What happened was t h a t  t h e  more we g o t  
c a ~ i g h t  up i n  t h ~  energy  of t h e  " re i .o lut i .un"  go ing  on t h e r e  i n  t h ~  
f i e l d s  of w r i t i n g  and r e a d i n g  / t h e o r y  and pedagogy, t h e  more we 
beyarne ai+are--and f r us t r a ted - - t h ' a t  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  was 
do ing  l i t t l e  t o  r a i s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and pedagog ica l  tempera tu res  
h e r e  i n  ou r  Grea t  Whi te  Academy. As members of an E n g l i s h  
Department i n  a  Canadian i i n i v r r s i t y ,  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w t - i t i n g  and 
r e a d i n g  and t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  bo th ,  we f e l t  c u t  o f f  f rom t h e  
advances b e i n g  made i n  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  England, 
and A u s t r a l i a - - p r i m a r i l y  because our  two major  p r o f e s s i o n a l  . .. 
j o u r n a l s ,  A.C.U.T.E.'s E n o l i s h  S t u d i e s  i n  Canada and C.C.T.E.'s 
!EEq~~~h--qgsrterly, were ( f o r  whatever  reasons)  n o t  a c t i v e l y  
engaged i n  seek ing  t h e  changes t h a t  seemed t o  u s  t o  be  needed. 
Because t h e  o n l y  way we c o u l d  f i n d  o u t  what ou r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  
o t h e r  Canadian co l . leges z i d  u n i v e s i  t i e s  were t h i n k i n g  and do ing  
was t o  t a l k  w i t h  them a t  American conferences,  we saw t h e  need f o r  
a Canadian p r i n t  fo rum t h a t  would a l l o w  u s  t o  exchange i n f o r m a t i o n  
arid i d e a s  more e f f i c i e n t l y  and l e s s  e: :per ,s ive ly .  

I r o n i c a l l  y and s:;rnptorr~atical ~:JI m a t t e r s  began coming t o  a  head 
l a s t  March i n  San F ranc i sco l  when a  group of  u s  a g a i n  wished a l oud  
t h a t  i.!r co!.rld communicate w i t h  one ano ther  by  sonie means that a i d  
n o t  i n l i o l v e  c r o s s i n q  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  borderc,.  The actcia1 d e c i s i o n  t o  
I.s.i!nch t h e  p r o j e c t  was resiched i n  J u l y  when seven con fe rees  mal::ing 
cip a  "Canadian Cai.!c~is" a t  t h e  k!yoming Conference on Freshman and 
Saphomore E n g l i s h  g a t t , ~ r e d  around a p i c n i c  t a b l e  t o  t a l k  about  
what m igh t  be done. T t ~ e i r  names: C h r i s  B u l l o c k  ( A l b e r t a ) ,  Anne 
Greenwood ( i i .  Lii. C. i , Russ Hunt (S. T. U. j , Dav id  R e i t e r  ( C a r i  boo 
Col l e q e ) ,  J i m  R e i t h e r  (S .  T. U. ) , Susan Stevenson !U. H. C .  ) , and Kay 
S tewa r t  (Gran t  HacEvian Community C o l l e g e ) .  F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  
meet ing.  N s s  and I sen t  o ~ l t  a  l e t t e r ,  asl : : ing peop le  f o r  
s i . i ~ ~ e s t i a r , s  and f o r  names of  p e ~ p l e  i-iho m igh t  t;s j n t e r e s t e d  :,rt 
j o i r i i n g  such an e n t e r p r i s e .  The t - espons~  w . i r  - - .  I t h i n k ,  
e ; : t r ;o rd inar i  1:; g r a t i f  .:fling--and, sga:i rc, r ~ ~ ~ ~ m p t n m s ~ t i c :  Th i  s  
r i e w i l r t t e r  1.5 tiei.ng sen t  t o  more Char, e i g h t y  ed i i ca to r s  i n  C s n a d i .  



. , 
T h e  n e x t  s t e p ,  a s  I see i t ,  is t o  c o n t i . n c i e  e f f o r t s  t o  r e a c h .  a l l  
t h o s e  i n  C a n a d a  who m i g h t  s h a r e  o u r  i n t e r e s t s .  I  t h e r e f o r e  as}:: 
y o u  t o  c o n t a c t  o t h e r s  y o u  t h i n k  m i g h t  w i s h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  make  
c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  p a s s  t h e m  o n ,  a n d  s e n d  m e  n a m e s  a n d  
a d d r e s s e s  o f  p e o p l e  y o u  c a n ' t  d i r e c t l y  r e a c h .  Vuu may w e l l  b e  o n e  
w h o s e  name  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  I f  ,you w e r e ,  a n d  y o u  
ar-e i n  f a c t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  I ' d  l i ke  t o  i::now t h a t .  ( A l s o ,  p l e a s e  checi : :  
t o  s.ee t h a - t  I  h a v e  y o u r  c o r r ~ c t  name a n d  a d d r e s ~ ?  a n d  s e n d  a l o n g  
a n y  addt-e5.a  c o r r e c t i a n s  t h a t  n e e d  m a k i n g . )  

S i n r e  t h i s  is  a  n e w s l e t t e r - - a n d  a f l e d g l i n g  a t  t h a t - - p l e a s e  a l s o  
s % n d  y o u r  s u g g e s t i o n s  t- gard ding matters  ,{ou w o u l d  l l k e  t o  see 
s d d r e s s e d ,  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  y o u  i .~o i t l d  l i k e  t o  see mnde ,  areas : ~ O L I  

woii1.d l i k e  t o  see c o v e r e d ,  f e a t u r e s  y o u  k iou ld  l i k e  t o  see 
i n c l u d e d .  Here a re  some p o s s i b i l i t i e s  I wi l l  work  o n :  

I  i n t e n d  t o  c o m p i l e ,  w i t h  y o u r  a i d ?  ~ n m e  l i s t s - - o f  p e o p l e  
w i t h  e : : p e r t i s e  who c a n  s e r v e  a s  c o n e ~ l l .  t a n t s :  o f  j o ~ i r n a l s  
t h a t  a d d r e s s  l : . nowledge ,  t h e o r i e s ,  i d e a s ,  i-- =.,ues v i t a l .  t o  
u s :  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s  w o r t h  a t t ' e n d i n g i  o f  f o u n d a t i o n a l  bookc- ,  
a - t i c l e s  a n d  s t u d i e s :  a n d  so o n .  (See p a g e  5 ,  b e l o w ,  f o r  
a b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  ) 

I f  y o u  w i l l  w r i t e  some o f  t h e m ,  I w i l l  p u b l i s h  r e v i e w s  o f  
a n d  g u i d e s  t o  k e y  i t e m s  o n  t h o s e  lists: I4ho 3r-_E t h e  
r e a l l y  v a l u a b l e  c o n s u l t a n t s ?  What c a n  v i e  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  
i n  w h i c h  j o u r n a l  s W J h i  c h  c o n f  e r e n c e s  s h o u l  d  w e  a t t e n d ?  
14hich b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  s h o u l d  w e  r e a d  t o  h e l p  us groc ind  
o u r s e l v e s  ' n  t h e  b e s t  i n  c u r r e n t  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e ?  
( R u s s ,  o n  s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e  t h i s  y e a r ,  s t u d y i n g  a t  I n d i a n a  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  h a s  p r o m i s e d  a " q u i c k  r e v i e w "  o f  s e v e r a l  
" e n e r g i z i n g  a r t i c l e s "  h e  h a s  come  a c r o s s  i n  t h e  l a s t  
c o u p l e  o f  m o n t h s .  I u r g e  :/ou t o  write t o  m e  t o  o f f e t -  y o u r  
own r e v i e w s  o f  2nd  g u i d e s  t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s . )  

Y o i l  c a n  e x p e c t  a n n o i t n c e m e n t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s - - o f  b o o i s  a n d  
a r t i c l e s  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  i f  I'm t o l d  o f  t h e m :  o f  i s s u e s  o f  
j o i ! . r n a l s  t h a t  m i g h t  n a v e  s p e c i a l  r e i e . v z n c e  t o  o u r  
i n t e r e s t s :  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  m e e t i n g s ;  a n d  =.o o n .  ( S e n d  
y o u r  a n n o u n c e m e n t s .  ! 

I s o l i c i t  a n d  w i l l  p u b l i s h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  
r e a d i n g  p r o q r a m m e s  c ~ t r r e n t l y  i n  o p e r a t i o n  o r  b e i n g  
p r o p o s e d  or i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  Canadc - - -o r  ~ L s e w t ~ e r e ,  i f  t h e i r  
r e l e v a n c e  is  c l e a r .  What prob!erns  are  t h e y  t r y i n g  t o  
s o l v e ?  H o w  ar-e t h e y  s o l v i n g  t h e m ?  What  t h e o r e t i c a l  
c o n t e x t s  g o v e r n  t h e i  t- d e s i g n ?  (b!ould a n y o n e  o u t  t h e r e  
l.i.i.:e t o  p ~ t t  t o g e t h e r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q i i e s t i o n n a i r e ? )  

I ! ,  t h e  Icmq r u n ,  t h i s  n E t c l e t t e r  may w e l l  c e l f - d e s t r u c t :  
I ! -  e n e e d  i s  a j a u r n a l ,  rec-?I::.. b u t  i t  m i g h t  tal:e a  



yea r  o r  t w o  t o  g e t  one g o i n g .  (G!hat a r e  your  i d e a s  f o r  a 
i c u r n a l ? )  

I n  t h e  meant ime, p e r h a p s  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  can  h e l p  t o .  
pro,.ol.::e imeet ings and con+ e r e r ~ c e s  t h a t  wi 11 a l l o w  u s  t o  
c d d r e s s  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  f r o m  a  Canadian p e r s p e c t i v e  and i n  a  
Canad ian  c o n t e x t .  

The l i s t  c o u l d  go on, but I t h i n } : :  i t ' s  t i v i e  ./oil had a chance to 
send you r  l i s t s .  W r i t e .  Send i r ~ i o r r ~ a t i o n ?  i d e a s .  ].terns t o  
pub! i s h .  L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  i n t o  i t s  r u n n i n g  shoes. 

F o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  I'll. send a  copy  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  anyone 
whose riame I r e c e i . . , ~ .  Sometime befot -e t h e  end of t h e  y e a r ,  
hcjwever. I'll b e  asb: lng y o u  t o  send me a  few d o l l a r s  t o  h e l p  
d e f r a y  t h e  c o s t s  o f  p r o d u c i n g  and m a i l i n g  i t .  A month o r  so  l a t e r  
I'll f i r m  up (and p u b l i s h )  a  l i s t  o f  s ~ i b s c r i b e r s .  

F'RWINCIAL CORRESPONDENTS: I f  you  wou ld  l i k e  t o  b e  one, d r o p  m e  a  
l i n e .  

COt;URT REF'ORTS: Nan Johnson (U. 8 .  C. ) r e p o r t s  t h a t  ( 1.) Wp-En_qlLlh_- 
L2ua- te r ly ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Tom M a c N e i l l  (one of  E_O,'s new e d i t o r s ) ,  i s  
l o o k i n g  f o r  more scibrnissions r e l a t i n g  t o  c o l  l e g e / i i n i v e r s i  t y  
i s s u e s ;  and ( 2 )  t h e  c o - c h a i r s  f o r  b o t h  CCTE 1983 ( M o n t r e a l )  and 
CCTE 1984 ( F r e d e r i c t o n )  a r e  " i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e c e i v i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  
f o r  t h e m ~ c ,  t o p i c s ,  speal::ers, e t c . ,  r e l e v a n t  t o  pos t - secondary  
i n t e r e s t s " .  Space w i  11 a l 1 . o ~  on1 y  t h r e e  addresses :  

Tom M a c N e i l l  , Co-Edi t o r  
The Eno l  i z h  D u e t - t e r l v  --------------------+ 

Fs.cul  t y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
Brandon Univer-5i.t:. 
Hrandon, M a n i t o b a  R7A L A 9  

Mary H. M a g u i r e  ( c o - c h a i r  CCTE 198.3) 
F:ooir, 244 S o i ~ t h  
F a c u l  t.y o f  E d ~ i c a t i  on 
McGi .  I. 1  ? !n iv . - ra j ty  
370!:l i- icTavi sh S t r e e t  . 
Mont rea l . ,  F ' . .  HZ& 1 Y 2  

P a u l i n e  MacKenzie ( co -cha i  r CCTE 1984) 
365 F ' rospec t  S t r s e t  
F r e d e r i c t o n ,  N.S. E3B 3B9 

Nan believes t h a t  t h e  more s u g n e s t i o n s  t h a t  come f r a n  o u r  q u w t e r .  
t h e  b e t t e r .  I agt-es, and o f  i e r  t h i s  n e i : ~ s l e t t e r  a s .  a c i e a r i ~ g h o u s e  



f o r  s u c h  p r o p o s a l s .  S i t  down ,  w r i t e  t h e m  o u t ,  a n d  !:end t h e m .  

,_-. Aviva F r e e d m a n  ! A c t i n g  C h a i r ,  L i n g u i s t i c s 3  C a r l e t o n !  h a s  a r r a n g e d  
a n d  w i l l  c h a i r  a " C a n a d i a n  C a u c u s "  s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  4 C's i n  D e t r o i t  
(17-19 M a r c h  1985). S h e  i n t e n d s  t o  m % i : - e  i t  an o p e n ,  p l e n a r y - s o r t  

o f  s e s s i o n .  A l l  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r -  a re  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  

A \ , l u a  t ias  a l s o  p r o m i s e d  i r i f  o r n a t i u n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s s i  b i  1 it:; o f  a 
" p o s t - s e c o n d a r y "  stream a t  CCTE 1963, M o n t r e a l .  I '  I. 1  picb? i s h  t h a t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s c l e .  

LET-S-HF;~~JE-~~~J-END-TO-UNWIELL;~-TITLES c~NTE:-:- I : I '  1  I. s e n d  a se t  o f  
s i : : - - nu ,  : e  i t  e i g h t - - c ~ a s t e r ~  ( a d v e r t i r i n g  a n  a s s c r t r ~ e n t  o f  
g e n u i n e  Gertnan b e e r s  a n d  s t o l e n  f  rcm a e n u i n t .  E a s t h a u s e n  a1 1  o v e r  
West G e r m a n y )  a n d  a b r a n d  new d i s p o s a b l e  E I C  r a z o r  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  
who s u g g e s t s  t h e  b e s t  t i t l e  f o r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  

CONSULTANTS: 4 s  a f i r s t  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h i s  n e i . ! s l e t t e r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
c o a p i l e  a l ist o f  ~ d u c a t o r s  i n  ' C a n a d a  who a r e  s c i f f j c i e n t l : ;  e x p e r t  
i n  matters o f  t h e o r y  or p r a c t i c e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  o f f e r  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s  a s  c o n s u l t a n t s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  e : : p e r t i s e ,  
p l s a c e  s e n d  m e  y o u r  name ,  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  a l ist  o f  t o p i c s  ( t h e  
more p r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e d ,  t h e  b e t t e r )  o n  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
e x p e r t  t o  a c t  a s  a c o n s u l t a n t .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  recomir iend s o m e o n e  
e l se ,  p r o v i d i n g  m e  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
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